?2
 IRELAND
elected member of the Nationalist party to take office,
and Irish Nationalist constituencies refused to be
represented by any man not so bound. The offices
of Attorney-General and Solicitor-General had as a
rule to be filled by men for whom no parliamentary
seat could be found, and who therefore lacked author-
ity. But, from 1903 onwards, separation between
leading Nationalist politicians and the controllers of
government machinery was by no-means so complete
as it had been; and there was free social intercourse
between Nationalist houses and those of the officials
who had sympathy with the wish of the Irish ^ for
complete self-government. It was a transition period.
In that period the Irish administration divided itself
Into two sections, only one of which frequented the
Kildare Street Club.
The European war created an extraordinary position
in Ireland. A Home Rule Bill had thrice passed
through the House of Commons,, and was on the point
of becoming law under the Parliament Act. As a
price for national solidarity, the British Government
reached a compromise by which it was agreed that the
Bill should become law, but its operation should be
deferred till a year after the signing of peace. Thus
Ireland was by statute endowed with a Parliament of
her own and an executive responsible to it; but this
same statute laid down that until the war was over,
British administration should continue. The British
Government remained in Ireland, but remained merely
as caretakers. From 1915 onwards they were threat-
ened with insurrection, but their hands were tied by
their previous refusal to use force against similar
threats from Protestant Ulster. Also, since they were
caretakers for Mr, Redmond, who would naturally
have become Prime Minister of Ireland, they could
not in fairness take action that would compromise
Ms chances : and Redmond did not believe the threats
to be serious. Then came the rebellion of Easter 1916,
and power was at once thrown into the hands of the

